
DO I NEED A FIRE INVESTIGATOR?

(1) -   The issue of intent is the key in determining if a crime occurred.  EXAMPLE: Any flammable liquid, or a cigarette is found on the ground next
to a structure.  If it was spilled or dropped accidentally, then there is NO INTENT, however,if it was intentionally poured or placed in preparation to
burn, then the intent to burn completes the crime.

(2) -   As indicated in (1), if you find evidence of accelerants with "intent", OR you are provided information that someone has THREATENED to burn,
then a potential crime was committed.

(3) -   Just as you would provide ECC the "nature" of your request for a Medic Unit,  please provide the nature of your request for an Investigator.
This will assist in expediting the appropriate resources.   EXAMPLE:
  *A suspect is on the scene --We have immediate access to the police radio, and can request a nearby officer to detain the suspect until our arrival.
  *A fire to a business OR a strong odor of gasoline --We can request the response of other agencies immediately, ie...ATF, Accelerant K-9 Team...
Additionally, be aware that Investigators are often in court, at the jail, or conducting interviews, and are not always immediately free to "respond".
Knowing details of the incident will allow Investigators to assess the necessary information and determine how best to triage their activities, OR to call
out another investigator to assist.

ALL burn injuries from an open flame require
notification to Investigators. (Response is not
always necessary.)  Investigators must rule out
that injury was not result of commiting crime,
&/or verify proper documentation by EMS unit
when injury is determined as accidental.

NO NEED
FOR

INVESTIGATOR
(6)

NO ATTEMPT TO BURN       (1)
Witnesses &/or those involved

provide NO indication
of an INTENT to burn

CONSIDER CRIME SCENE
-Secure scene - All Exits

-Do not move or touch anything
-Document all personnel & actions

CALL FOR INVESTIGATOR    (3)
-Provide "Nature" of call to ECC

-Seek Consultation with Investigator
via ECC or Landline

THREAT or ATTEMPT TO BURN    (2)
Info provided / Evidence observed

indicates individual(s)
attempted or threatened to burn

NO FIRE FIRE
***SEE OTHER SIDE***

FIRE CODE VIOLATIONS
REQUEST YOUR DISTRICT CHIEF

ON NIGHTS & WEEKENDS
NO NEED FOR INVESTIGATOR  (6)

BURN INJURIES
FROM an OPEN FLAME ONLY

(Not Electrocutions)
REGARDLESS OF SEVERITY OF BURN

MISCELLANEOUS
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DO I NEED A FIRE INVESTIGATOR?

(5) -  It is often difficult to rule out an accidental ignition source as the cause for these types of fires, making a response by an Investigator (usually) unnecessary.
However, if suspicious circumstances exist, or you have any uncertainity, call out, or consult an Investigator.

.

(4) -  Some people believe Investigators must be called out to document equipment failures, or for potential civil matters.  However, Investigators document failed
equipment, etc.. the same as field personnel, making a call out unnecessary.
If you KNOW THE CAUSE TO BE ACCIDENTAL - THERE IS NO NEED TO CALL OUT AN INVESTIGATOR  to CONFIRM.

(6) -  This is only a guide, and should not be interpreted as an "absolute".  If you have any doubt, or questions, call or consult with an Investigator.

NO NEED
FOR

INVESTIGATOR
(6)

ANY COMPARTMENT FIRE
WITH

-Witnessed ACCIDENTAL Ignition
-No Suspicious / Conflicting Info

OBVIOUS MECHANICAL
FAILURE

-Recent Mechanical Troubles
-No suspicious / Conflicting Info

CONSIDER CRIME SCENE
-Secure Scene - All Exits

-Do Not Touch or Move Anything
-Document all personnel & actions

CALL FOR INVESTIGATOR     (3)
-Provide "Nature" of call to ECC

-Seek Consultation with Investigator
via Ecc or Landline

UNKNOWN ORIGIN & CAUSE or
KNOWN INTENTIONAL

IGNITION SOURCE
-Abandoned or Stolen Vehicle

MOTOR VEHICLE
-Car, Truck, Motorcycle

-Construction Equip, etc...

NO NEED
FOR

INVESTIGATOR
(6)

NO SUSPICIOUS/CONFLICTING INFO
-Witnesses /Those Involved       (1)

provide NO indication
of intent to burn

KNOWN ORIGIN/CAUSE and    (4)
ACCIDENTAL IGNITION SOURCE

-Equipment Malfunction, Food on the Stove,
Fireplace Ashes, Cigarettes, Candles, etc...

CONSIDER CRIME SCENE
-Secure Scene - All Exits

-Do Not Touch or Move Anything
-Document all personnel & actions

CALL FOR INVESTIGATOR     (3)
-Provide "Nature" of call to ECC

-Seek Consultation with Investigator
via Ecc or Landline

UNKNOWN ORIGIN & CAUSE or
INTENTIONAL IGNITION SOURCE

-Damage too extensive to determine
-Conflicting / Suspicious Circumstances

  
STRUCTURE

-House, Shed, Office Bldg, etc...

CONSIDER CRIME SCENE
-Secure Scene - All Exits

-Do Not Touch or Move Anything
-Document all personnel & actions

CALL FOR INVESTIGATOR     (3)
-Provide "Nature" of call to ECC

-Seek Consultation with Investigator
via Ecc or Landline

WITNESS/ SUSPECT
INFO AVAILABLE

or
EVIDENCE

OTHER PROPERTY     (5)
-Brush, Hay bales,
Dumpsters, etc...

FIRE
-the Slightest Burn OR Entire Destruction
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